Iguazú Falls are now a World Wonder
They were declared one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World which sprouted celebration that spread throughout Misiones.
Iguazú Falls, in the Argentinian province of Misiones, have finally been proclaimed as one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. The celebration took place in the Sheraton Iguazú hotel, 9 miles away from the city of Puerto Iguazú, using the imposing waterfall Garganta del Diablo (Devil’s Throat) as setting.
Celebrations began with fireworks last Thursday in Puerto Iguazú, at the shore of the river of the same name. The governor of Misiones, Maurice Closs, was present, as well as the president of N7W (New 7 Wonders), Bernard Weber. In Ramón Ayala Amphitheater, the third edition of “Iguazú in Concert” international festival took place, gathering children and youth orchestras from 20 countries. They played traditional pieces from their home countries, as well as classical repertoire. Local officials were present, along with representatives from VotoCataratas, the organization responsible for promoting the Falls as a Natural Wonder, as well as representatives from the six countries that host the other six Natural Wonders of the World. 
The main event was held last Saturday, in Sheraton’s gardens, with the attendance of hundreds of tourists, locals, national media and journalists from Brazil and Paraguay. There, the final act of “Iguazú in Concert” took place, under the direction of Andrea Merenson, from Teatro Colón, and the participation of Gustavo Santaolalla (an Oscar-winning Argentinian musician), who played scores from films such as Fantasia, Titanic and The Mission, partially shot in the Falls in 1985 and directed by Roland Joffé.
Previously, the governor of Misiones, along with representatives from N7W, unveiled a commemorative 287 lb bronze plaque. An identical plaque was displayed last Friday in Gramadao, a park in the Brazilian city of Foz do Iguaçu.
Governor Closs highlighted that the recognition of the Falls as a wonder will reward “the effort and responsibility” of the province, since Iguazú is the main tourist destination in Argentina, apart from the city of Buenos Aires. The Minister of Tourism, Enrique Meyer, said that the “official recognition” of Iguazú Falls “represents a turning point for Argentina” and that he expects Iguazú to soon position itself “among the greatest tourist attractions of South America”
Another statement came from the president of the N7W foundation, who said that he wants to build a museum of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World as well as theme parks in each location. “We plan to build a museum of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World and we want to build theme parks in each location so that visitors may get to see the other six Wonders in scale models”.
 In 2011, according to Iguazú National Park administration, the Falls received around one million visitors from all around the globe, who on average spent ARS 500 in order to enjoy the full tour; including guided tours through the jungle and boat rides near the waterfalls.
Iguazú Falls were selected as one of the Natural Wonders of the World on the 11th of November, alongside with The Amazon rainforest, Ha Long Bay (Vietnam), Jeju Island (South Korea), Komodo National Park (Indonesia), Table Mountain (South Africa) and Puerto Princesa Subterranean River (Philippines). 
As one of the main tourist attractions in Argentina, the Falls have an exuberating beauty that can dazzle anyone. Iguazú National Park constitutes one of the areas with the greatest number of waterfalls. It has 275 waterfalls scattered across a jungle which is home to more than 500 animal species and 2.000 native flora species. For these reasons, and many more, the impressive waterfalls that make up Iguazú were selected as a Wonder, as they should be.
